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Braided River Nights
Program Note

Braided River Nights was inspired by the dark and sensuous beauty of the alto
flute and large marimba. In its ongoing texture, the two instruments are
continually intertwined with one another, like the river after which the work is
named. If one aspect of the piece suggests an exotic, romantic atmosphere,
another — with its fleeting tunes - is reminiscent of traditional American riverside
celebrations, especially near the end, with its quotation of Robert Lowry’s famous
hymn “Shall We Gather at the River.”

Braided River Nights was composed in 2003 for Jane Lenoir and premiered by
Ms. Lenoir and Matthew Darling. It is available on Albany Record’s CD, “The
Pony Concerto.”

To the flutist: Because tempos and breathing capacities will change from
performance to performance, | have left the chains of eighth notes unbroken;
they will need to be adapted. Where necessary, please shorten notes at the end
of measures, or possibly omit, so that the piece will be, and sound, comfortable.
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