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Howard Hersh

Children of God

Children of God was composed for Alexis Tantau and is the fourth collaboration
between Howard Hersh and his daughter, poet Francesca Soriano Hersh. It was
commissioned with assistance from the Puffin Foundation, Inc. and the University
of Southern California and premiered at USC in 2005 by Ms, Tantau and pianist
Hiroyo Hatsuyama.

Each of its songs is dedicated to young victims of political violence.

Rachel Corrie was a college student and peace activist who was killed by an
Israeli bulldozer while guarding a Palestinian home. Portions of the text are taken
from her emails home.

The second song portrays a former child soldier who is now at a rehabilitation
camp, listening to word games played by other children. At the time of the writing,
child soldiers were estimated to be numbered at 300,000, involved in some 30
conflicts around the world. Many were able to re-enter society, but, as one report
described, some of the recent returnees contemplated solving problems on the
playground by resorting to what they had been taught best: killing.

The final song is a tribute to the four girls killed in the 1963 Birmingham church
bombing: 11-year-old Denise McNair and 14-year-olds Cynthia Wesley, Carole
Robertson and Addie Mae Collins. It depicts their last day, as they make their
way to Sunday school, and look forward to the simple joys of the Sabbath.

The cycle closes with a setting of the hymn words (paraphrased), “There is a
balm in Gilead.”
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Text by Francesca Soriano Hersh Music by Howard Hersh
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