
Howard Hersh

The Idea of North
for vibraphone



The Idea of North is an extended work for solo vibraphone that evolves from rapid
rhythmic pulsations to a spacious landscape of slow repeated harmonic mobiles. 
With the exception of a single forte outburst, the entire piece is played quietly.

Although there is no literary connection between the music and Glenn Gould's radio
documentary of the same name, it does echo the open, crystalline country depicted in
Gould's landmark sound essay.

The Idea of North was composed in 1995 for Nebojsa Zivkovic (who wanted to "float on clouds")
and premiered by him  in Koszalin, Poland.

Duration: ca. 15 minutes
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The Idea of North

Playing Instructions



Progam Note

=   shorter to longer fermatas
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accidentals are notated traditionally, valid for the measure
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Ÿ = move from sixteenth notes to trill

q

 
q

q

q

q

q


13079 Daisy Blue Mine Road

Nevada City, CA 95959

Snow  Leopard  Music

www.howardhersh.net

6X

(and the reverse)

(and the reverse)

continue repeating the note(s)

total number of iterations



Softly and very fast (q = 136)

for Nebojsa Jovan Zivkovic

The Idea of North Howard Hersh
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Bring out syncopation (but still soft)
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As fast as possible (Arabesque)
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Continue with sixteenth notes, vary order and patterns
 of notes (vary continuously, no repeated groupings)
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q = ca. 109 (Superimpose glissandi on top of the moving cluster)
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Slowly & freely (q = 43-50)
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q = 46 - 52 (sempre con rubato)











From here to page 11,  use the tempos as a guide only; let the speeds and shapes follow a slow, spacious evolution 
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Rapid, as at the beginning
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